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TRIBUTE TO LEO CIANFLONE

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 1, 1999

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, On Saturday,
February 27, 1999, Mr. Galileo F. Cianflone of
Long Branch, NJ, was honored by the Long
Branch Amerigo Vespucci Society at its an-
nual dinner-dance at Palumbo’s in Tinton
Falls, NJ. My wife Sarah and I were proud to
be on hand for this tribute to Leo Cianflone, a
committed leader of the community and a
good friend to all who know him.

Mr. Cianflone was born in Miglierina, Italy,
on April 9, 1925, the son of the late Thomas
and Carolina Cianflone. He is one of seven
children. He attended school in Miglierina,
learning the trade of cabinet maker and the art
of music. At the age of 17, he enrolled in the
Carabinieri, and was assigned to the Florence
headquarters. During the war, he volunteered
his services against Germany in the partisan
company, Garibaldi. In 1946. Mr. Cianflone re-
turned home to Miglierina as Lieutenant. He
met Maria Anastasio and was married on De-
cember 2, 1948. During his years in his native
hometown in Italy, he showed the same type
of commitment to civic affairs that he would
later demonstrate in his adopted hometown in
America.

In December 1953, Mr. Cianflone came to
the United States. In 1959 he opened his busi-
ness, Leo’s Cabinet Shop, on High Street in
Long Branch. In 1974, he was employed by
the Long Branch Board of Education as a
foreman of the Maintenance Department. He
retired in 1993. From 1991 to 1995, he served
as member representing the City of Long
Branch at the Long Branch Sewerage Author-
ity.

Mr. Cianflone and his wife Maria have two
children: his son Thomas, who resides in
Union Beach, NJ, with his wife Joanni; and his
daughter Carol, who lives in Spring Lake, NJ,
with her husband Gary Mennie. Leo couldn’t
be more delighted over the success that his
son and daughter have achieved. Leo’s pride
and joy are his two grandsons, Joseph
Cianflone and Anthony Mennie.

Galileo Cianflone has been a member of the
Amerigo Vespucci for 41 years. He has served
in capacity of every office, including President
for seven years. He has always been ex-
tremely active in the Society’s endeavors. As
everyone who has had the privilege of know-
ing him and working with him will attest, Leo
Cianflone is unfailingly hardworking and dedi-
cated, always willing to help in every way pos-
sible.

Mr. Speaker, it is a real pleasure for me to
pay tribute to an outstanding leader and a fine
citizen of my hometown of Long Branch, Mr.
Galileo Cianflone.
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IN HONOR OF ILANA LEVY
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OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 1, 1999

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize a resident of my district, Ilana Levy
of Westport, Connecticut.

I had the pleasure of hearing Ilana speak at
a Veteran’s Day ceremony at the Westport
Town Hall on November 11, 1998. Ilana deliv-
ered a speech of tremendous depth and matu-
rity. She was articulate beyond her years and
all in attendance were moved by her words.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to submit a copy
of the text of Ilana’s speech for the RECORD of
the 106th Congress.

VETERAN’S DAY SPEECH—ILANA LEVY

I have a confession to make. I have studied
about World War I and II in history class and
I have certainly known about Veterans Day
since I was a child. But over the last couple
of weeks, I concentrated on the two as I have
never before. It probably all started with the
movie ‘Saving Private Ryan’. I went to see it
somewhat under protest because I like happy
movies. (the fact that Matt Damon was in it
did help). I had heard that the movie was
gruesome and I did not expect to like it. Well
I did not like it. No I do not think I could use
the term like with such a movie. What I can
say about this movie was it truly affected
me. I think it even diminished me in a cer-
tain way. I started looking at my life and
asking myself what if. What if we did not
win the war? What if we did not have men
and women willing to fight for America?
What if we were no longer free? What if we
become more and more apathetic and take
certain rights for granted? And that’s where
the diminishing part came in. Yes. I started
looking at myself and my life and realized
how much I have taken for granted.

I am free. Sure I have parents who tell me
what to do and give me certain rules to fol-
low. But I am free. When I was little I com-
plained about going to Sunday school but I
have that freedom to pray. My relatives were
not always that lucky. During World War II
Jewish people were killed just because they
were Jewish. They were taken to concentra-
tion camps just because they were Jewish. I
can remember seeing actual footage of the
people in the concentration camps when the
American soldiers came to set them free.
The soldiers were shocked and sickened
about what they saw. What if those soldiers
had not gone over to Europe to fight Hitler?
Who knows what would have happened to the
Jews in the world, or to any of us? Hitler’s
views could have spread and I might not
have been standing here talking to you
today. How different the world would have
been for everyone had our soldiers not be-
lieved in fighting for freedom. How grateful
I am for the brave men who were willing to
sacrifice their lives so that others could live
free.

Saving Private Ryan starts out with the
allies storming Omaha Beach. It was during
this scene that I began to see what our sol-
diers actually had to experience. Of course I
have seen films on WWII in class but this
was different. These scenes made me under-
stand the true horrors of war. I saw the dead,
the wounded and the survivors there on the
beach. This was truly a scary feeling for me.
I have always been lucky enough to be re-
moved from all of the realities of war but
there I was—right in the middle of battle.
How quickly lives were ended. How quickly
other lives were changed forever. I cannot
even fathom having to be put in such a posi-
tion. I don’t think I would have the courage
or strength to be in a combat situation. I
cannot imagine what it must have been like
to leave one’s families to fight in lands that
are unfamiliar knowing that you might
never return home to them. I feel such a pro-
found respect and appreciation to all who
have served our country. There are certain
experiences which change people forever. I
have to believe that serving in the army and
fighting in a war does that. Watching friends

and fellow soldiers die is too awful to imag-
ine. Veterans are true heroes. I live, no we
live in the best country in the world. Cer-
tainly we have our problems but we are free.
I will never take that for granted again. I am
young enough to be idealistic and to hope
that some day there will be peace in the
world. But I am old enough now to under-
stand what Veterans Day really means. I live
in America land of the free. And I am free be-
cause of all the wonderful, brave heroes who
fought to keep us free. I have another confes-
sion to make. Today I am celebrating my
first real Veteran’s Day. But I promise you it
will not be the last. I hope it is not too late
to say thank you to all for all that you have
done for our country. Thank you for serving
the United States of America. God bless you,
and God Bless America.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE
REGULATORY FAIR WARNING ACT
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Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing the Regulatory Fair Warning Act along
with thirteen cosponsors. This legislation codi-
fies principles of due process, fair warning,
and common sense that were always intended
to be required by the Administrative Procedure
Act (APA). The bill would require that an
agency give the regulated community ade-
quate notice of its interpretation of an ambigu-
ous role. Agencies and courts would be barred
from imposing penalties based on rules or
policies that are not clearly known to the regu-
lated community. They would consequently be
encouraged to make known what is required
or prohibited by their rules.

Specifically, the Regulatory Fair Warning
Act would prohibit a civil or criminal sanction
from being imposed by an agency or court if:

a rule or regulation is not available to the
public or known to the regulated community;

a rule or regulation does not give fair warn-
ing of what is prohibited or requested; or

officials have misled the public about what a
rule prohibits or requires.

In our large and complex regulatory system,
these simple principles can be forgotten.

I am pleased to introduce this simple, yet
necessary measure. Without its fundamental
protections, individuals and businesses must
live in an atmosphere of uncertainty as to
whether they are compliance with an agency’s
most recent interpretation or reinterpretation of
its regulations. If and when the day arrives
that an agency chooses to enforce a new in-
terpretation against a regulated party, that
party has two alternatives: (1) roll the dice on
expensive, protracted administrative processes
and litigation, or (2) pay the penalty, regard-
less of culpability.

Nothing in this measure is intended to
weaken the enforcement powers of federal
agencies. In fact, by requiring rules to be
clear, the Regulatory Fair Warning Act would
promote compliance and make violators easier
to catch, because the lines dividing right and
wrong would be more clear. This moderate
measure would provide a minimum of security
and predictability to regulated individuals and
businesses. It would surely improve the rela-
tionship between federal agencies and the
American public.
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